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TORONTO has everything you coud fancy this
winter — the great outdoors, a glass of some-
thing warming before taking in a big show or a

thrilling game, art and memorable sights.
From January 19 to March 11, the Toronto Light

Festival will transform the Distillery Historic District 
neighbourhood into one of the largest open-air galler-
ies in North America, or try a new festival, Winter at 
Ontario Place, until March 18 with its 12ft tall icicle 
silo. Tobogganing is a favourite pastime, and you 
won’t have to go far to try your hand, or head to one of 
the 52 artificial ice rinks. See seetorontonow.com Air 
Transat has flights from Glasgow. See airtransat.com

news

LOVE Holidays have four nights’ B&B at the 4H
Raganelli Hotel in Rome from £174pp, leaving
from Edinburgh on January 24. Or how about a

week room-only at the 4H Spa Porta Maris Hotel
in Alicante from £238pp, leaving Glasgow on January 23. 
There’s also seven nights’ B&B at the 5H Pestana Carlton 
Madeira in Funchal, Madeira, from £445pp including 
flights from Glasgow on January 29 and a week B&B at 
the 5H Tivoli Carvoeiro Hotel in Carvoeiro in the Algarve 
from £291pp, leaving Prestwick on January 24. Seven 
nights’ B&B at the 4H Hotel Troya in Playa de las Ameri-
cas is from £590pp, leaving Glasgow on January 30. See 
loveholidays.com or call 0203 870 6844.

bargain

HARD Rock International is set to make waves in the Indian 
Ocean when it opens in October.

A new hotel and cafe will be built in the Emboodhoo 
Lagoon project, the first resort destination in the Maldives.

The resort is a 20-minute speedboat ride from the air-
port and features hotels, entertainment, retail and dining.

Hard Rock Hotel Maldives will be one of three resorts in
the development, with 178 guestrooms, family suites, 
beach villas and one and two-bedroom overwater villas.

Guests can also treat their taste buds with a Pool Bar 
and all-day dining, a Beach Grill restaurant and in-villa ser-
vice. And, just steps from the hotel, have American cuisine 
at Hard Rock Cafe Maldives. See hardrockhotels.com

ROCKIN’ MALDIVES

PICTURE the scene. You
awake from a blissful
night’s sleep in a luxuri-
ous king size bed. 

It’s 9am but the mercury
has already hit 30°C and
you can still feel yesterday’s
sun on your skin.

You want to cool off before
breakfast but you can’t face
getting “pool ready” before
you’ve had a cup of coffee.

A trivial first-world problem,
but not for the guests of Out-
rigger Koh Samui Beach Resort
because their 52 intimate suites
and villas all come with a pri-
vate plunge pool.

Outrigger Hotels and Resorts
can be found on some of the
world’s most exotic beaches —
in Hawaii, Mauritius and the
Maldives to name a few — and
their name is synonymous with
luxury holidays.

This was our first time in
one of their hotels and our

expectations were high. Shortly
after touching down at Koh
Samui Airport my wife Bev
and I were met by a member
of the hotel’s staff who trans-
ferred us to the resort. The
journey takes around ten min-
utes, which is welcome 17 hours
after leaving Glasgow.

First impressions didn’t dis-
appoint. We were greeted by
staff in the traditional Thai
fashion of a slight bow with
palms clasped together before
being offered wet towels to
freshen up and a delicious

mango purée and lime mint
tea as we checked in.

We were led down winding
paths lined with exotic trees to
our room and we were met
with a chorus of bull frogs —a
symbol of good luck in Asia.

Our room was spacious and
very well presented with all
the luxuries and little extras
you’d expect in 5H accommo-
dation such as crisp white
bathrobes and slippers, compli-
mentary WiFi and cable TV.
There was even a little basket
of coconut candy. An early first

night ensured
we were suit-
ably refreshed
and officially
on Thai time
next morning.
We headed to
the picturesque
breakfast area
where tables
are arranged
around a big
almond tree on
the water’s

edge with a stunning view of
Hanuman Bay. 

The buffet offers a variety of
continental and cooked options
as well as an impressive array
of fruit juices. You can also
order from the a la carte menu
which includes eggs benedict,
omelettes as well as sweet
options like French toast and
pancakes.

For all the advantages of
having our secluded plunge
pool, we found the hotel’s pool
area was the best place to base

GETTING/STAYING THERE: Stay seven nights at 
Outrigger Koh Samui Beach Resort, travelling 
with Travelbag from Edinburgh on May 12, to Koh 
Samui on Etihad Airways staying in a Plunge Pool 
Suite B&B from £1,016pp May 2018. Call 0207 001 
5247.
MORE INFO: For other Outrigger resorts and 
hotels, see outrigger.com

GO: THAILAND

IF you love winter then the Ice Castles of Midway in Utah in 
the States are a Frozen fan’s dream.

They are part playground, part art, part fairytale — an acre
of sculptures filled with glittering turrets, frozen archways, ice 
slides and glacial waterfalls. They are just a 45-minute drive 
south-east of Salt Lake City and amid a ring of world-class ski 
resorts, including Deer Valley Resort and Park City Mountain.

You can book online at icecastles.com, with tickets from 
$9.95 for adults and $6.95 for children weekdays. A week 
room-only, including four nights at the Zermatt Resort in Mid-
way and three nights at Park City Marriott, is from £1,459pp 
including flights and car hire on February 28. See bon-voy-
age.co.uk or call 0800 316 0194. See also visitutah.com
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WHISK your Valentine off to Sri Lanka for a
romantic break in the luxury of your own villa,
complete with butler at Calamansi Cove Villas

by Jetwing in Ahungalla.
The boutique hotel has just 12 private villas either 

sea or garden view, and all have extended garden and 
rooftop decks to watch the sun go down. 

If you want beach therapy, Ahungalla has a 
secluded sandy beach stretch that’s ideal for sun-
bathing, while the restaurant Tangerine’s relaxed 
ambience sets the mood for a perfect meal.

You can eat on the beach or in your villa, and you 
will get the freshest seafood from the neighbouring 
villages as well as local, continental and Asian cui-
sine. See jetwinghotels.com

To Thai for
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NICE AND FREEZY

MORNING CALL . . .  
breakfast by the beach at 

Outrigger set Darren up for 
exploring Koh Samui
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at Echo Beach, a townhouse in Whitby, 
Yorkshire, and visit the former smug-
gling haven of Robin Hood’s Bay or
marvel at the Whitby Abbey ruins.
Costs from £499 arriving January 20. 
See originalcottages.co.uk or call 
0333 2020 899.

£750:Five nights’ room-only at
the 4H Monte Carlo

Resort and Casino in Las Vegas,
pictured, is from £578pp, leaving Edin-
burgh via New York on February 18. See 
travelrepublic.co. uk or call 020 

8974 7200.
OR a week

half-board at the
5H Platinum
Hotel Maspalo-
mas Princess in
Maspalomas,
Gran Canaria,
is from
£728pp, leaving
Glasgow on
February 5. See
tui.co.uk or visit
your local TUI
store.

£1000:
Seven nights’ B&B in a Hill Villa at the 5H 
Pangkor Laut Resort in Malaysia is from 
£915pp, leaving Glasgow on selected 
dates from May 1 to June 14. See emir-
atesholidays.com or call 0208 972 
8949.

OR two weeks’ self-catering at the 3H
all-suite Westgate Palace Resort in 
Orlando is from £829pp, leaving 
Glasgow on June 20. Includes attraction 
entry tickets to Fun Spot. See ocean-
florida.co.uk or call 020 3816 0977.

£100:A week room-only at the
3H Mavina Hotel and

Apartments in Malta is from £96pp, leav-
ing Prestwick on January 27. See travel-
supermarket.com

OR stay in the capital at the 5H Princi-
pal Edinburgh Charlotte Square from 
£114.30 per room per night, two sharing 
on B&B. See LateRooms.com or call 
0333 014 6269.

£250:Ditch the normal routine
with a family trip to Long-

leat Safari Park before indulging in some 
well-earned 
rest with a stay 
at the 3H Best 
Western Plus 
Angel Hotel, in 
Chippenham 
from £143, two 
adults and one 
child sharing on 
B&B including 
discount 
entrance tickets 
to Longleat. See 
legacy-ho-
tels.co.uk or 
call 08444 119 
070. 

OR a week B&B at the 4H Senator Mar
Menor Golf and Spa Resort in Los Alcaz-
ares on the Costa Calida in Spain is from 
£215pp, leaving Edinburgh on February 
3. See easyjet.com/holidays or call 
020 3499 5232.

£500:Seven nights’ B&B at the
4H Gran Hotel Bali in

Benidorm, Spain, is from £299pp, leav-
ing Prestwick on January 24. See Sun-
shine.co.uk

OR save £199 on a week’s stay for six
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hotel also puts on a Thai buffet
every Thursday. Delicious local
cuisine is prepared in front of
you by chefs at various cooking
stations around the dining area.
The old almond tree, lit up with
lanterns at night, is a fantastic
spot for a romantic meal for two
under the stars.

We booked a joint massage at
the hotel’s Navasana Spa, as if a
few days in this Asian paradise
hadn’t left us fully de-stressed
already. As we sipped our com-
plimentary Roselle tea and
perused the list of treatments I

decided on a Thai massage. I
was informed that it was a more
intense treatment and some may
find it uncomfortable. 

To call a Thai massage intense
is an understatement. Nonetheless
my incredibly friendly masseuse
was very conscientious and one
‘intense’ hour later I was left
feeling refreshed.

You could easily spend your
entire stay without leaving the
resort but, if you can steal your-
self away, there’s plenty to see
and do around Koh Samui. 

The hotel offers a shuttle ser-
vice to the Fisherman’s
Village in nearby Bophut
where locals sell their
goods at the Friday mar-
ket. It’s a great night out
as the stalls seem to
stretch forever, and you
can haggle with the locals
for jewellery, sunglasses,
clothing and trinkets.

There’s plenty to eat,
with everything from Pad
Thai, spring rolls and
fresh seafood to mango
sticky rice all at very low
prices. Vendors sell beers
and cocktails too. 

If street food isn’t your thing
Walking Street has plenty of
small bars and restaurants some
of which look out onto Bophut’s
beautiful beach. 

It’s a perfect spot to relax and
watch the sun set. After a few
hours the hotel’s shuttle will take
you back but there are plenty of
taxis around if you have not
already had your fill of shopping
and indulgence.

A daily shuttle will also take
you to and from Chaweng, the
island’s biggest and busiest town.
By day be sure to visit the gor-
geous sandy beach and take in
the long strip of shops and spas.
As night falls it’s bars and res-
taurants come to life as the main
street bustles with tourists. 

You really appreciate the seren-
ity of the Outrigger after an eve-
ning in Chaweng, which is a
very short taxi ride away. But
remember to haggle on the fare.

Other nearby attractions are
two Buddhist temples, Wat Plai
Laem and the Big Budda. The
latter gains it’s name from the
39ft high gold-painted statue
which is a great photo op.

One thing’s for sure, a few
hours of sightseeing in Thailand’s
searing heat leaves you longing
for the sanctuary of your room at
the Outrigger Koh Samui Beach
Resort and a plunge in your own
pool.

DARREN O’NEILL

What costs what?

Do
Don’t forget everyday Thai phrases 

are different for guys & girls.

visit the Big Budda temple but, 

girls, remember to cover up.

A taxi from the hotel to 
nearby Chaweng costs 
around 400 Thai Baht (£9).

yourself for a day of serious sun-
worshipping because staff look
after your every need.

As well as a swim-up bar the
staff serve you drinks, as well as
a bite to eat, directly to your sun
lounger, or double sun lounger.
Very plush.

The hotel’s Edgewater restau-
rant boasts of serving the best
pizzas on the island and
although we didn’t put this to the
test they would certainly take
some beating. 

As pretty as Hunaman Bay is
you’ll find plenty of washed-up
coral and shell underfoot so if
relaxing on the beach and swim-
ming in the Gulf of Thailand is
your preference you need foot-
wear. But the Outrigger has that
covered too, with sea shoes of all
sizes provided.

There are two restaurants at
the resort. The Edgewater, which
offers all-day dining, and the
more informal Blue Fire Grill
which serves up an impressive
choice of seafood and steaks. The


