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Outrigger’s Kani Ka Pila Grille Celebrates  
a Decade of Hawaiian Music  

 
(L-R) Kani Ka Pila Grille regulars – The late Cyril Pahinui, Kawika Kahiapo and Weldon Kekauoha.  
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HONOLULU – Kani Ka Pila Grille at Outrigger Reef Waikiki Beach Resort - Honolulu’s home for nightly, live 
Hawaiian music – is celebrating its 10th Anniversary the week of March 10-16 with giveaways, drawing and 
performances by award-winning Hawaiian music artists.  

A special celebration will take place from 6 to 9 p.m. on Wednesday, March 13, 2019 – exactly a decade 
since the day the venue opened its stage as a platform for local artists to showcase their craft and perpetuate 
aloha. With Billy V. and Aaron Mikami as emcees – attendees will enjoy performances by: 

• Kapena – Na Hoku Hanohano award-winner  

• Ho‘okena – GRAMMY Nominee   

• Josh Tatofi – GRAMMY Nominee                                                           

• Ledward Kaapana – GRAMMY Nominee          

To honor a decade of authentic, live Hawaiian music – the whole week of March 10-16, Kani Ka Pila Grille will 
serve a special Hawaiian Plate for just $10 and have nightly giveaways from logo items and CDs to the grand 
prize of a two-night vacation at Outrigger Reef Waikiki Beach Resort and $100 gift card to Kani Ka Pila Grille.  

“For 10 years – Kani Ka Pila Grille has been the heartbeat of authentic Hawaiian music in Waikiki,” said Luana 
Maitland, director of cultural events and activities at Outrigger’s beachfront resorts in Waikiki and music 
director for Kani Ka Pila Grille. “On our 10th Anniversary, we’ll pay special tribute to Uncle Cyril Pahinui – the 
iconic slack-key legend who gave Kani Ka Pila Grille its name.” 

Venue History 
The phrase “kani ka pila” means to “impromptu jam” in the Hawaiian language. Kani Ka Pila Grille was named 
by slack-key guitar legend, the late Cyril Pahinui – who helped Outrigger to create a place where visitors from 
Kauai to Korea could feel the joy of jamming with friends and savoring good food in a laid-back resort 
environment.  

https://app.box.com/s/3lzsgsuy3poigxdhx6n5gno7ov1qwwgj
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Uncle Cyril helped to open Kani Ka Pila Grille on Wednesday, March 13, 2009, with Brother Noland debuing 
his CD, Hawaiian Man. Since then, the venue has been a stage for some of Hawaii’s most celebrated and 
iconic artists including the late legends Gabby and Cyril Pahiunui as well as Martin Pahinui, Kimo Kahoano and 
son Kamuela, Kawika Kahiapo and Manoa DNA. 

Providing a regular rotation for artists – each performer has specific date to play each week. The current 
calendar spotlights: Walea, Sean Naauau, Weldon Kekauoha, Kapena, Jeff Rasmussen and Robi Kahakalau, Ka 
Hena and Ho`okena with special guest appearances by Ei Nei, Eric Lee, Hi`ikua and Ke `Olu. 

Kani Ka Pila Grille is a testament to Outrigger Hospitality Group’s deep support of perpetuating Hawaiian 
music and culture. The Hawaii-based company is also a sponsor of Mele Mei, Slack Key Festival and Ke Kani O 
Ke Kai concerts at the Waikiki Aquarium and much more.  

Entertainment at the laid-back poolside restaurant is from 6 to 9 p.m. nightly. To view the monthly music 
calendar, visit: www.outrigger.com/outrigger-music/kani-ka-pila-grille. 

Celebrate with us by booking a mini vacation! Outrigger Resorts is now running a “Best Beaches Sale” with 
savings up to 30 percent at its hotels and resorts, including Outrigger Reef Waikiki Beach Resort. Simply use 
the code BEACH19 when booking directly at Outrigger.com during the month of March.  

ABOUT OUTRIGGER HOSPITALITY GROUP 
For more than 70 years, Outrigger Hospitality Group has charted a journey of discovery – expanding from Hawaii to premier resort destinations in Fiji, 
Thailand, Guam, Mauritius and the Maldives. The privately held hospitality company currently operates and/or has in development 38 properties with 
approximately 6,500 rooms – inviting guests to ‘Escape Ordinary’ with authentic Signature Experiences and the Outrigger DISCOVERY loyalty program. 
Outrigger’s multi-branded portfolio includes Outrigger® Resorts, OHANA Hotels by Outrigger® and Hawaii Vacation Condos by Outrigger® while also managing 
select properties from top international hotel brands including Embassy Suites®, Best Western®, Wyndham Vacation Ownership® and Hilton Grand 
VacationsTM. Find out more at Outrigger.com or visit @OutriggerResorts on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 
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