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Wowed by

 GRACE COOPER  discovers there’s so much more for 
families than surf, sand and sea in this fun-fi lled 

Honolulu neighbourhood.

Waikiki

A signature playlist of Hawaiian tunes provides the 
soundtrack to our warm greeting at the Waikiki 
Beachcomber by Outrigger, where we’re presented 
with a fresh fl ower lei and fi nd ourselves embracing the 
spirit of ‘Aloha’ very willingly.

Located in Oahu’s famous Waikiki, the character-fi lled 
Waikiki Beachcomber by Outrigger is the newest addition 
to the Outrigger Hotels and Resorts family. Just a short 
stroll from the International Market Place and the buzz of 
Waikiki Beach, this atmospheric hotel has undergone 
extensive renovations and partnered with 12 incredible 
local artists to inspire their guests with interesting art 
and beach culture. 

Encapsulating the energy of Waikiki to a tee, the 
beautiful underwater photography of Zak Noyle and 
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Info gohawaii.com/au 
Stay waikikibeachcomber.com 

Do breakoutwaikiki.com

kualoa.com faithsurfschool.com

mbcrestaurants.com/waikiki

hawaiianaromacaffe.com

Hawaii Report Card

01 Hawaiian girls 02 Hawaiian men preparing to fire 
dance 03 Surfboards on Waikiki Beach © Shutterstock/
McDow Photo Inc. 04 The view from Diamond Head  
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by Outrigger one-bedroom king suite. Images 01 & 02  
© Shutterstock/Deborah Kolb

While there’s plenty to see and do on 

Oahu, it’s worth heading out to explore 

Hawaii’s other islands. Enjoy the magical 

beach sunsets of Maui, the lush natural 

wonderland of Kauai or the volcanic 

landscapes of The Big Island from one of 

the many excellent family resorts.

Ka'anapali Beach Hotel Maui 
Along with great accommodation and 

facilities, Maui’s Ka'anapali Beach Hotel 

offers a range of complimentary cultural 

activities including weaving classes, 

pineapple cutting demonstrations and 

Hawaiian language classes. kbhmaui.com

Aqua-Aston Hospitality 
Multiple locations

From the family-friendly Aston Hotels & 

Resorts to the stylish Aqua Hotels & 

Resorts, Aqua-Aston offers a wide 

selection of friendly, stylish 

accommodation to suit every family’s taste 

and budget in multiple locations across 

the islands. aquaaston.com

 hawaii hot hotels 

seamlessly catching the crumbling waves to 
shore, with even your littlest crew members 
helping to paddle. 

Experienced surfers might like to take on 
some of Waikiki’s other famous surf hotspots 
like Ala Moana Bowls’ fast, hollow left, Kaiser’s 
predominant right and popular Queen’s, 
where the turquoise waters are best for 
longboarding.

There’s also plenty of great beach 
swimming for younger kids with the calmer 
conditions of Ko Olina, Lanikai and Ala Moana 
Beach Park especially good for younger 
families. But if your water babies are a little 
more adventurous, make the trip to Hanauma 
Bay State Park to snorkel with sea turtles for 
an underwater experience they’ll never forget.

Culture vultures
Kids can enjoy a hit of Hawaiian history at the 
Bishop Museum and the multisensory 
activities at the Children’s Discovery Center, 
where learning and play come together. 
Waikiki is also home to Hawaii’s best 
live-action escape room, Breakout Waikiki. 
It’s the perfect interactive fun to fill a rainy day 
or if you are keen for a break from the sun. 

A little further from town, the Pearl Harbor 
Historic Sites are an important but somewhat 

winding down the gravel tracks in between 
colossal trees, ploughing through streams and 
recreating a scene from the movie with a 
dinosaur head. There are myriad other 
family-friendly activities at the lush and lovely 
Kualoa Ranch, including horse riding, kayak 
tours and jeep expeditions, all guaranteed to 
put a smile on any kid’s dial. 

Shop and savour
Shopping is as much a national sport in 
Hawaii as surfing, so be sure to pack light so 
you can fill your suitcases with all the great 
bargains to be found in the massive outlet 
malls and little alleyway markets alongside 
Waikiki Beachcomber by Outrigger.

Just a five-minute walk from the resort is 
Waikiki Beach Walk, an outdoor centre 
where activities such as arts and craft and 
hula lessons will keep the kids entertained, 
while mums and dads stop to sample 
scrumptious Honolulu Cookie Company 
treats, or the brews on tap at Yard House . 

And when it comes time to feed the family, 
we’re delighted by the freshness of the food 
on offer. Kids love the fresh, flavour-packed 
poke bowls that are a Hawaiian invention. 
And there’s fresh sushi on every corner. The 
fab seafood shacks serve up jumbo shrimp, 
along with hot dogs for fussier eaters. 

Duke’s on Sunday is an iconic Waikiki 
experience, with the legendary Henry 
Kapono playing a live set every Sunday 

sombre place for 
children, however, 
they include a great 
Aviation Museum 

kids will enjoy, and a fun Junior Ranger 
program at the World War II Valor in the 
Pacific National Monument.

Natural selection
For unparalleled vistas, hike up the volcanic 
cone of Diamond Head. Waikiki Beachcomber 
by Outrigger offers a complimentary trolley 
for guests, and our driver is enthusiastically 
spouting facts and history about the local 
area. We are dropped off at mid-point for the 
20-minute ascent to the top and the stunning 
bird’s-eye views of Waikiki. I’d recommend 
families set out for Diamond Head before the 
day’s heat sets in, and pack sunhats and 
sunscreen to protect sensitive young skin, as 
well as water to keep the kids hydrated. And, if 
your children should suffer from a case of the 
are-we-there-yets? on the hike, you can bribe 
them with the sweet reward of a shaved ice 
treat at the end.

 Kualoa Ranch, the filming location for a 
multitude of Hollywood blockbuster movies 
and TV shows, including Jurassic Park, Lost 
and even a couple of Elvis classics, provides 
another top day out. We pile into a multi-
person UTV – essentially a 4WD without sides 
– and strap in to live out our Jurassic Park 

fantasies on an adventure tour. The kids love 
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individual handpainted murals on each floor 
are just part of the hotel’s undeniable charm. 
Families are well catered for with 
interconnecting rooms (the majority boasting 
ocean views), cots for little family members 
and a sparkling pool and spa where the kids 
can play while parents can kick back on a sun 
lounger with a cocktail or two.

Surfing safari
We take advantage of the brilliant bonuses of 
the Outrigger Discovery loyalty program, 
available at over 500 participating hotels, to 
take a Holokai Catamaran Tradewind Sail 
around Waikiki Bay, allowing us to enjoy a 
different perspective of the area with the  
wind in our hair. 

We access legendary Waikiki Beach via the 
boards lining Surfboard Alley to soak up the 
sun and watch surfers do their thing as happy 
kids play in the sand and frolic in Waikiki’s 
famous waves. 

We stroll to the end of the beach until we 
reach Honolulu Zoo, the shuttered Waikiki 
Natatorium War Memorial and the sight of 
pretty banyan trees lining the main strip.

We stop along the way to snap selfies with 
the giant bronze statue of Duke Kahanamoku, 
the legendary father of modern surfing. It was 
Duke who introduced the ancient sport of the 
Hawaiian kings to the Australian surf 
community, and tributes to him throughout 
Waikiki are prominent. Speaking of surfing, an 
outrigger canoe surf lesson is a surf activity 
the whole family can enjoy. Your captain will 
guide you out into the water and have you 

afternoon. But it is a Royal Hawaiian Luau 
that is a must for families keen on feasting on 
local flavours, while enjoying a musical and 
dance celebration of the enchanting 
Hawaiian culture.  
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