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In Memoriam - Dr. Richard R. Kelley
Chairman Emeritus of Outrigger Enterprises Group

HONOLULU – For more than 40 years, Dr. Richard R. Kelley was the successful steersman for Outrigger Enterprises
Group, a company that has had and continues to have an impact on Hawai‘i’s travel and tourism industry. He served
as Outrigger’s president until 1988, chief executive officer until 1993 and chairman of the board until 2011. He was
chairman emeritus until the company was sold to KSL Capital Partners in 2016.
“We are deeply saddened to learn of the passing of Dr. Richard R. Kelley – son of Outrigger Founders Roy and Estelle
Kelley, former chairman emeritus of Outrigger Enterprises Group and pioneer in the hospitality industry. Dr. Kelley was an
inspiration for so many and his legacy of The Outrigger Way – caring for guest, host and place – continues to be the
foundation of our corporate culture today,” said Jeff Wagoner, president and CEO of Outrigger Hospitality Group.
Richard Kelley grew up working in the hotels and joined the business full-time in 1970. A Stanford University graduate
and Harvard-trained pathologist, he was persuaded by his father to leave medicine and help open the Outrigger
Waikiki. What followed is a storied history of his role in turning Hawai‘i into a premier global destination with “a
personal touch.” His memoir and a look into Outrigger and the issues of the day and his insights can be found in his
recently released book, “Paddling the Outrigger,” available on Bess Press and Amazon.
“On behalf of Outrigger Hospitality Group and all of our hosts worldwide, we offer our heartfelt condolences and
aloha to the Kelley ‘ohana,” Wagoner added.
ABOUT OUTRIGGER HOSPITALITY GROUP
For nearly 75 years, Outrigger Hotels and Resorts has charted a journey of discovery – expanding from Hawai‘i to premier resort destinations
including Fiji, Mauritius and Thailand. The privately held hospitality company invites guests to ‘Escape Ordinary’ with authentic Signature
Experiences and the Outrigger DISCOVERY loyalty program. Outrigger’s multi-branded portfolio includes Outrigger® Resorts, OHANA Hotels by
Outrigger®, Hawaii Vacation Condos by Outrigger®, Kapalua Villas Maui and Honua Kai Resort & Spa Maui while also managing select properties
from top international hotel brands including Embassy Suites by Hilton®, Best Western® and Hilton Grand Vacations TM. Find out more at
Outrigger.com or visit @OutriggerResorts on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter.
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