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Duke’s Restaurant Coming to OUTRIGGER Kona Resort & Spa 
T S Restaurants Announces Expansion to Hawai‘i Island in Late 2025 

 

 
 

   
 

LAHAINA, MAUI, HAWAI‘I – Maui-based T S Restaurants today announced that Duke’s Kona will debut at 
OUTRIGGER Kona Resort & Spa in late 2025. This milestone marks the restaurant company’s first venture on 
Hawai‘i Island and its ninth location in Hawai‘i. The collaboration between T S Restaurants and OUTRIGGER 
Hospitality Group signifies a unique enhancement to the island’s culinary and hospitality landscape, while 
benefitting the local Hawai‘i community.   

The brand-new Duke’s Kona will occupy a premium 15,000 square-foot oceanfront space at OUTRIGGER Kona 
Resort & Spa. This 22-acre resort recently underwent a transformative $60 million investment, meticulously 
designed to honor its storied history while embracing the vibrant essence of its namesake, Keauhou, which 
means “New Current” or “New Era.” Renowned local architecture firm WCIT has been commissioned to 
design this spectacular restaurant venue, ensuring it harmonizes with the resort’s transformation.  

“Since the company’s founding in 1977, it has been our goal to develop, build and personally operate a 
limited number of high-quality restaurants in Hawai‘i and California. More than 47 years later, that goal 
continues to be met with what will soon be 14 restaurants across the two states,” said T S Restaurants CEO 
Jackie Reed. “We are excited to open a restaurant on Hawai‘i Island and we are honored to become a part of 
the Kona community through this partnership with OUTRIGGER.” 

-more- 

http://www.dukeskona.com/
https://www.outrigger.com/hawaii/hawaii-big-island/outrigger-kona-resort-and-spa
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“Duke’s Kona is the ideal restaurant partner for the exceptional space at OUTRIGGER Kona Resort & Spa,” 
said Jeff Wagoner, president and CEO of OUTRIGGER Hospitality Group. “Our investment in this property 
aims to enrich the local community just as much as it enhances the experience for our visitors. Welcoming 
this iconic restaurant into our resort represents a significant and cherished milestone for everyone involved.” 

Duke’s Kona promises to deliver guests a memorable dining experience, celebrating the legacy of the 
restaurant’s namesake, Duke Kahanamoku. It will join the ranks of other esteemed Duke’s Restaurants in 
Waikīkī, Kaua‘i, Maui, La Jolla, Huntington Beach and Malibu, further enhancing the allure of OUTRIGGER 
Kona Resort & Spa.  

T S Restaurants, was founded in 1977 by two best friends who dreamed of opening restaurants in beautiful 
locations where they wanted to live, work and play. The family is still actively involved, with Susie Saxten, 
daughter of one of the co-founders, serving as Chairman of the Board and a member of the Executive Team 
as VP of Culture. The Executive Team also includes Hawai‘i VP of Operations Dylan Ching, California VP of 
Operations Josh Morgan and Corporate Chef Scott McGill. 

Through its Legacy of Aloha Foundation, T S Restaurants provides charitable support to community 
organizations with a focus on combating hunger, supporting local agriculture, sharing Duke Kahanamoku’s 
legacy, growing our keiki, protecting our oceans and lakes, and celebrating Hawaiian song and dance. For 
example, T S Restaurants raised and granted more than $2 million dollars to aid employees affected by the 
Maui Fires. 

The partnership between T S Restaurants and OUTRIGGER Resorts & Hotels, exemplified by Duke’s Kona, 
mirrors the successful collaborations seen in Duke’s Waikiki and Hula Grill Waikiki. This joint venture 
highlights the shared vision of both companies to create memorable experiences that resonate deeply with 
both locals and visitors. 

# # # 
 

ABOUT T S RESTAURANTS 
T S Restaurants is a family-owned company known for its restaurants on spectacular waterfront sites in Hawaii and 
California. Founded in 1977, T S Restaurants owns and operates 13 restaurants in Hawaii and California. The California 
locations are: Jake’s Del Mar, Duke’s La Jolla, Duke’s Huntington Beach, Duke’s Malibu and Sunnyside Restaurant & 
Lodge in Lake Tahoe. The Hawaii locations are: Duke’s Waikiki and Hula Grill Waikiki on Oahu; Kimo’s, Leilani’s on the 
Beach, Hula Grill Kaanapali and Duke’s Beach House on Maui; and Duke’s Kauai and Keoki’s Paradise on Kauai. For more 
information, visit www.tsrestaurants.com.  

ABOUT OUTRIGGER HOSPITALITY GROUP 
For more than 75 years, OUTRIGGER has charted a journey of discovery – expanding from Hawai‘i to premier resort 
destinations including Fiji, Mauritius, Thailand and the Maldives. The privately held hospitality company invites guests to 
‘Come Be Here’ with authentic Signature Experiences and the Outrigger DISCOVERY loyalty program – a member of the 
award-winning Global Hotel Alliance (GHA). OUTRIGGER’s multi-branded portfolio includes OUTRIGGER® Resorts, 
OHANA Hotels by OUTRIGGER®, Hawaii Vacation Condos by Outrigger®, Kapalua Villas Maui and Honua Kai Resort & Spa 
Maui while also managing select properties from top international hotel brands including Embassy Suites by Hilton®. 
Find out more at OUTRIGGER.com or visit @OUTRIGGERResorts on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. 

MEDIA CONTACTS 
 
T S RESTAURANTS: Caroline Witherspoon or Laura Young | Becker Communications, Inc. | +1 808-533-4165 

 
OUTRIGGER: Monica Salter – monica.salter@outrigger.com | +1 808-921-6839 
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